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Premium Billing
Crop Year 2020 Spring - The seventh Premium Billing notice for 
MPCI 2020 CY spring policies was mailed to policyholders March 1. This 
is the FINAL Premium Billing notice for crops with a 3/15 Sales Closing 
Date. An insured may have a claim for an indemnity pending at the time 
of the Termination Date. This does not affect the insured’s obligations to 
pay the premium by the Termination Date. 
To view the current amount due for your policyholders, you may access the 
“Policy Due List” feature by logging in to your web account.

Premium Payment Options for Policyholders
• Mail the premium payment to the AFBIS, Inc. Fargo Regional Office. 
• Bring a premium payment to the agent’s office. The check should be made 

payable to AFBIS, Inc., logged on the web, and sent to: 
     AFBIS, Inc. - P.O. Box 2866, Fargo, ND 58108-2866
• Make a premium payment online with a checking or savings account by 

setting up a web account. 
• Pay crop insurance premium on the Unity Mobile app. Payments can be 

made using a checking or savings account by downloading the app and 
setting up an insured account. 

CLICK HERE to download an instructional flyer for policyholders to create 
a crop insurance account on the web or the Unity Mobile app. 

If you have any questions regarding premium, please call us at 
1-800-662-5142 Ext. 6920

Sales Closing Date Application Checklist!
CLICK HERE to download the Sales Closing Date/Application checklist to 
assist you and your policyholders in completing the application/change.  All 
applications, change forms, and other applicable forms must be signed by the 
agent and the policyholder by the Sales Closing Date.  The agent then has 10 
days from the Sales Closing Date to submit the application/change forms/other 
applicable forms to AFBIS. 

Written Agreement Reminders

SCO vs ECO -or- SCO & ECO

The deadline to submit a Request for Actuarial Change (Written Agreement) 
is the Sales Closing Date. Renewal requests were provided to you with the 
Application/Change Form. A new request will require the form be printed from 
E-commerce forms.  
Below is documentation required for ALL Written Agreement types.  Most 
requests will also require additional documentation related to the actuarial 
change being requested.  Please contact Policy Administration for additional 
guidance and requirements.  RMA will reject any incomplete request.

• Completed Request for Actuarial Change Form
• Completed and signed APH for the previous crop year 
• The complete legal description of the land for the request
• FSA aerial maps or equivalent with acreage clearly delineated
• If irrigated practice, the water source, method of irrigation  and amount of 

water needed for the crop

Beginning with the 2015 Crop Year (CY), a coverage option was introduced 
to producers titled Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO). This new option 
allowed a producer to purchase additional area coverage up to 86% that could 
be stacked on top of an underlying policy such as Revenue Protection (RP) 
or Yield Protection (YP). This popular option has a major downfall; that 
producers cannot utilize SCO if they also carry ARC through the Farm Service 
Agency on the same commodity.
New to this 2021 CY, Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) was introduced, which 
closely resembles SCO but does not have the ARC disqualifier. ECO is also an 
area based option with two price elections; ECO 90% and ECO 95%. Coverage 
begins at 86%, so a selection of ECO 90% would be 4% more additional 
coverage for the producer, and likewise, an additional 9% of coverage at the 
ECO 95% selection.
SCO and ECO can be used together by stacking them if the producer so 
chooses. For example, for a 75% RP policy, an additional 11% of SCO (86% - 
75%), and then either ECO 90% (4%) or ECO 95% (9%). SCO and ECO can 
also be used independently of each other with the underlying policy. Both SCO 
and ECO are elections that are federally subsidized, SCO at 65% and ECO at 
44% if the underlying policy is RP and 51% if it is YP. To learn more about SCO 
and ECO,  CLICK HERE to view our recent SCO vs ECO webinar, or find the 
webinar in the AFBIS Online Training Center. 

Power of Attorney (POA) Requirements
A Power of Attorney gives the person designated, the authority to sign any 
document (or specified documents) relative to crop insurance on the behalf of 
the person covered by the policy.  A POA is valid until canceled or the policy 
is canceled. The FSA Power of Attorney form may also be accepted, but a POA 
from another AIP is not acceptable. This document is available as a fillable 
form when downloaded from E-commerce Forms. 
If a person is a married individual, a POA or legally sufficient document 
authorizing the spouse to sign on behalf of the other spouse is required for a 
spouse to sign crop insurance documents.
CLICK HERE to view the notary and witness signature requirements for your 
state.  The agent cannot be the notary or a witness for policies in their book of 
business, however their CSR would be allowed.
A POA may be entered on the web, but a signed copy must be faxed or mailed 
to the regional office.

https://www.facebook.com/farmbureausellscropinsurance/?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/fbsellscropins
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3WYUyxu28PJ1JP3RRVgYqQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-farm-bureau-insurance-services-inc-?trk=biz-companies-cym
https://www.farmbureausellscropinsurance.com/
https://www.farmbureausellscropinsurance.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Creating-An-Insured-Online-Account-Unity-Mobile-Online-AFBIS.pdf
https://www.farmbureausellscropinsurance.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Application-Change-Form.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCY4EQ5xbfk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.farmbureausellscropinsurance.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/POA-Requirements-by-State.pdf
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QUALITY LOSS OPTION

Quality Loss & Enterprise Units - The QL option may increase the premium based on the degree to which it increases a policyholder’s APH. When a 
policyholder has Enterprise Units (EU) and QL elected but does not meet the EU requirements, there will be a further increase in premium due to the unit structure 
reverting to BU.   Quoting QL is available in our Premium Estimator and Unity Quote if you would like to see how QL and unit structure can affect premium cost.   

Quality Loss & Yield Exclusion - If a year within an APH database has both Yield Exclusion (YE) and QL, YE will automatically apply and the QL will not.  
You and the policyholder will want to test different scenarios for each database using the web APH to find which option is the most beneficial and cost effective. 
You can test this by observing how the approved yield changes when YE is selected and QL is opted-out and vice versa. 

Quality Loss & Yield Floor - If an APH Database has QL applied, the yield floor will not apply.  This can drastically change the approved yields in some 
cases.  You and the policyholder will want to test what the approved yield is with QL applied and what the approved yield is when QL is opted-out to determine 
which produces the best approved yield.  

Quality Loss & Yield Adjustment - If a year in the APH Database has Yield Adjustment (YA) and QL, QL will automatically apply and the YA will not. 
You and the policyholder will want to test what the approved yield is with QL applied (YA not applied) and what the approved yield is when QL is opted-out (YA 
applied) to determine which one produces the best approved yield. 

Quality Loss & Yield Cup - If the APH Database has both Yield Cup (YC) and QL, YC will automatically apply if higher than the QL.  

Quality Loss & Trend Adjustment - When an actual yield is replaced by the QL and Trend Adjustment (TA) has been elected, TA will apply to the pre-
quality actual yield.

Quality Loss & Master Yields - If Master Yields are applicable, the QL will apply to the eligible actual yields in the individual APH databases. You and the 
policyholder will want to test what the approved master yield is with QL applied and also with QL opted-out to find the optimal approved master yield. 

Quality Loss & Personal T-Yield - North Dakota ONLY - For Personal T-Yield (PTY), when an eligible actual yield is replaced due to the QL in an APH 
database, the QL yield is not used in calculating the PTY.

Quality Loss & Summer Fallow - The QL will be added to both the Summer Fallow and Continuous Cropping practices before determining which practice 
has the higher approved yield to be used in the SF APH database when the county has separate T-Yields for the CC and SF practice for the crop.  You and the 
policyholder will want to test what the approved yield is with QL applied and also with QL opted-out to find the optimal approved yield.

Wow! That is a lot of information but make sure to check out the video tutorial links to see it all in action! 

The Quality Loss Option (QL) allows producers to replace a Post-Quality Production to Count (PTC) amount in their Actual Production History (APH) with 
a Pre-Quality Adjustment amount for any year in the database. A higher APH may increase coverage but may also increase the premium based on the degree 
to which it increases a producer’s coverage. The QL Option must be elected on or before the Sales Closing Date, for all acreage planted for the elected crop.  QL 
can be elected for those Crop Years in a APH database that experienced decrease PTC due to a Quality Discount.  The PTC can be replaced with Pre-Quality 
Adjustment PTC if a Notice of Loss was filed in that Crop Year.  Regardless of whether an indemnity has been received, Post-Quality PTC can be replaced in the 
APH database with Pre-Quality Adjustment PTC.  The QL may apply to specific Crop Year(s) within your APH database.  However, a Notice of Loss must have 
been filed in the Crop Year(s) for which a yield is to be replaced.  The QL will be available for Yield Protection, Revenue Protection, Revenue Protection with 
Harvest Price Exclusion and APH Plans of insurance, for barley, malting barley, buckwheat, canola, corn, cotton, flax, grain sorghum, oats, rice, rye, safflower, 
soybeans, sunflower and wheat, if allowed by the Actuarial Documents. CLICK HERE for the QL RMA Fact Sheet. 

Adjustment for quality is made only when deficiencies and conditions of the crop meet the requirements stated in the Crop Provisions or endorsement to the crop 
(unless specified otherwise in the Special Provisions).  

STEP 1: Identify Which Policyholders QL Applies via Data Download
Quality Loss is only applicable to those policyholders that had a quality loss in a previous year(s).  We have created a Data Download for you to find which of  
your policyholders would have QL available for them to elect based off previous year’s claim records with our company.  CLICK HERE to view the YouTube QL 
Data Download Tutorial. 

STEP 2: Update the Policyholder’s APH with 2020 production if you haven’t done so already

STEP 3: Quote QL 
If you would like to quote a policy with the QL option before adding it to coverage, we highly recommend calling or emailing FRO PolicyAdmin (1-800-662-
5142 Ext 6920 - FROPolicyAdmin@afbisinc.com) to add the QL in our test system and request a quote be done for you.  

STEP 4: Submit Coverage by Sales Closing Date

STEP 5: Choose whether or not to Opt-Out of the QL Option by Production Reporting Date
Pre-Quality production will automatically apply on applicable years within a database for the crop(s)/county(ies) in which QL was elected. Policyholders can 
‘opt out’ of having pre-quality production apply for each applicable year in a database. You will need to discuss with your policyholder(s) if they would like to 
have the pre-quality production apply or if they would like to opt-out for each year within a database BY PRODUCTION REPORTING DATE. Below are things 
to remember when assisting policyholders in making this decision. CLICK HERE to view a video tutorial to help illustrate these QL situations.

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Fact-Sheets/National-Fact-Sheets/Quality-Loss-Option
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whJiVydpghk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmRSYyGjCRE&feature=youtu.be


“CROP WATCH is published by AFBIS, Inc. and is intended for informational purposes only. Nothing contained herein can or should 
be interpreted to take precedence over policy language, Federal Crop Insurance Corporation/Risk Management Agency regulation, 
and Underwriting or Loss Adjustment rules.”

Barley, Corn, Dry Beans, Dry Peas, Flax, Forage Seeding,  Grain Sorghum, Hybrid Corn Seed, Millet, Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, Safflower, Soybeans, Sunflowers, Wheat
Barley, Corn, Dry Beans, Dry Peas, Forage Seeding, Grain Sorghum, Hybrid Corn Seed, Millet, Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes,                 Soybeans, Sugar Beets,                  Sunflowers, Wheat

Barley, Corn, Dry Beans,Forage Seeding, Hemp,Millet, Oats, Potatoes, Sugar Beets, Sunflowers, Wheat
Barley, Corn, Dry Beans,Dry Peas, Fresh Market Sweet Corn, Grain Sorghum, Hybrid Sweet Corn Seed, Millet, Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, Soybeans, Sugar Beets, Sunflowers, Wheat

    Burley Tobacco, 
         Corn, Cotton, 
          Grain Sorghum,
           Hybrid Corn Seed, 
            Oats, Popcorn, 
                Rice, Soybeans

 

    Barley,       Corn,        Canola,       Dry Beans,
     Dry Peas, Flax, 

       Green Peas, Hybrid 

     Sweet Corn Seed, Mint,     

     Mustard, Oats, Potatoes, 

     Safflower, Sugar Beets, 

             Sweet Corn

        Burley Tobacco, 

        Cabbage, Corn, 

      Grain Sorghum,

    Hybrid Corn Seed, 

      Oats, Popcorn, 

        Soybeans, 

        Tomatoes

      Barley, Canola, Corn, Dry Beans, 
      Dry Peas, Forage Seeding, Flax, 
          Hemp, Mustard, Oats, Potatoes, 

         Safflower, Sugar Beets, Sunflowers, Wheat 

   Barley, Buckwheat, Canola,   Corn, Dry Beans, Dry Peas,         Flax, Forage Seeding,  Grain Sorghum, Hemp, Millet,       Mustard, Oats, Potatoes,            Safflower, Soybeans,  Sugar Beets, Sunflowers, Wheat

               Barley, Buckwheat, 

             Canola, Corn, Dry Beans, 

                Dry Peas, Green Peas, 

              Hybrid Sweet Corn Seed, 

Mint,     Mustard, Oats, Potatoes, 

    Processing Beans, Soybeans, 

        Sugar Beets, Sweet CornBarley, Canola, Corn,
Dry Beans, Dry Peas,
Green Peas, Hemp,

   Hybrid Sweet Corn Seed, 

Mint, Mustard, Oats, Potatoes, 

Processing Beans, Soybeans, 

Sugar Beets, Sweet Corn

      Barley, 
 Buckwheat, Canola,
 Corn, Dry Beans, Dry Peas,    
    Flax, Forage Seeding,
      Green Peas, Hemp,
      Hybrid Corn Seed,   
        Oats, Popcorn, 
     Processing Beans, 
       Potatoes, Soybeans, 
         Sugar Beets
         Sunflowers, 
          Sweet Corn, Wheat

Sales Closing 
Date

March

15
*Please check your county actuarial to see if these crops are available in your county

INDIANA
Burley Tobacco, Corn, Cucumbers, 

Grain Sorghum, Hemp, Hybrid Corn 
Seed, Mint, Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, 

Processing Beans, Soybeans, Tomatoes

MICHIGAN
Barley, Cabbage, Corn, Cucumbers, 
Dry Beans, Forage Seeding, Green 

Peas, Hemp, Hybrid Corn Seed, 
Mint, Oats, Popcorn, Potatoes, 
Processing Beans, Soybeans, 

Sugar Beets, Tomatoes

Important Dates

WISCONSIN
Barley, Cigar Binder Tobacco, Corn, 

Cucumbers, Dry Beans, Forage Seeding, 
Grain Sorghum, Green Peas, Hemp, 

Hybrid Corn Seed, Mint, Oats, Potatoes, 
Processing Beans, Soybeans, 
Sweet Corn, Spring Wheat

MAR

15 Sales Closing 
Date

All States &
Crops Listed 

Below

NE
W

MAR

15 Sales
Closing Date

CO, ID, MI, MT, NE, ND, OR, 

CO, ID, MI, MT, NE, ND, OR, 
PA, SD, WA, WY, WI, WY

PA, SD, WA, WY, WI, WY

SPRING PLANTEDFORAGE SEEDING

MAR

15
Sales Closing  

Date

ALL STATESALL STATES

WHOLE FARM

REVENUE PROTECTION

MAR

18
Production

Reporting Date

MT, N DMT, N D

CO, ID, MI, CO, ID, MI, 
OR, WAOR, WA

CAMELINA

ONIONS

ADDED VALUE ENHANCEMENT (AVE)ADDED VALUE ENHANCEMENT (AVE)

SOIL TYPE PLUS (STP)SOIL TYPE PLUS (STP)

MPCI REPLANT SUPPLEMENT ENDORSEMENTMPCI REPLANT SUPPLEMENT ENDORSEMENT

Added Value Enhancement (AVE) is a supplemental insurance policy designed to work in conjunction with the 
current crop year underlying MPCI policy for Winter Wheat, Corn, and Soybeans. Crops listed may not be available in 
some states. The underlying MPCI policy must be one of the following; Revenue Protection, Revenue Protection with 
Harvest Price Exclusion, or Yield Protection. The underlying MPCI policy information will be used to establish the 
liability and premium. Coverage for AVE must be elected by the Sales Closing Date for the underlying MPCI policy. 
For the Spring 2021 Crop Year, AVE is available in Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Ohio, & South Dakota.  CLICK HERE to download the AVE brochure.

Soil Type Plus (STP) gives policyholders the option to buy up to 95% coverage for non-irrigated corn and soybeans in 
conjunction with their Federal MPCI policy. STP is the FIRST private product to specifically factor in the policyholder’s 
soil type in the rates. STP allows for the flexibility to choose a different unit structure than the underlying policy.
For the Spring 2021 Crop Year, STP is available in  Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, and Wisconsin.  CLICK HERE to download the STP brochure.

The MPCI Replant Supplement Endorsement provides additional replant coverage to the endorsed crop(s) when 
replanting is necessary. This endorsement is only available if you have a current MPCI policy for the crop(s) insured. 
Coverage must be submitted by Sales Closing Date of the MPCI policy. All acreage of the crop(s)/county(ies) on your 
MPCI policy that is considered insurable and must be insured under this endorsement. The amount of insurance for 
each crop listed for replant coverage is elected by the insured: $20, $40, $60 or $80 per acre. 
For the Spring 2021 Crop Year, the MPCI Replant Supplemental Endorsement is available in Colorado, Iowa, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wyoming

APR

29 Production  
Reporting

Date
All States & Crops 

Listed Below
No Production Reporting for Spring Forage Seeding, Fresh Market Sweet Corn, Hybrid Corn Seed, Hybrid Sweet Corn Seed

AFBIS Private Products with a March 15 Sales Closing Date Affiliate Non-DisclosureAffiliate Non-Disclosure:
What & Why? 
Affiliate Non-Disclosure Statement 
(ANDS) is a compliance form that each 
agent is required to sign annually.  The first 
time you sign into your crop web account 
after Feb. 1, the ANDS will pop-up for you 
to review and sign.  This document verifies 
that you and everyone in your office that 
has access to Personally Identifiable 
Information (PII), as it pertains to crop 
insurance, has a signed Individual Non-
Disclosure Statement (NDS) on file.  The 
NDS is a one-time signature document. 
You, as an agent, signed an NDS at the 
beginning of your crop insurance career.  
Any person in your office that has access 
to PII must sign a NDS and the agent must 
keep those NDSs in their office and be 
made available upon request. 

If you have not completed your Affiliate 
Non-Disclosure Statement for 2021, 
you will continue to receive reminder 
emails from Tonya Ham. This needs to be 
completed prior to April 1, 2021. 

https://www.farmbureausellscropinsurance.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/2021-Added-Value-Enhancement-Brochure.pdf
https://www.farmbureausellscropinsurance.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/STP-Brochure-2021.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7c977598601/3ae9c433-c113-4a0c-93f0-6525ff27555c.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7c977598601/3ae9c433-c113-4a0c-93f0-6525ff27555c.pdf

